
October 2017 

Poplar Bank News 

We are a Respectful and Caring School 

Upcoming Events 

October 2nd Duane Gibson Presentation (Anti-Bullying) 

October 3rd Picture Day 

October 9th Thanksgiving Day 

October 11th Cross-Country Areas 

October 17th Cross-Country Regionals 

October 19th Lice Check 

October 20th PA Day 

October 23rd Lice Check 

October 31st Dance-A-Thon 

Principal:  Natasha Baage   Phone Number: 905-953-8995 

Admin Assistant: Lana Grigorovich  Superintendent: Dianne Hawkins 

Secretary:  Diana Hogan          Trustee: Martin Van Beek 

www.poplarbank.ps.yrdsb.ca  

School Improvement Plan 
For Student Achievement and Well Being 

Respectful School, Modern Learning,  
Math and Mental Health 

Halloween Dance-a-Thon will be held on October 31st.  Students 

are welcome to dress up and wear their Halloween costumes on 

this day (no masks, weapons).  Snacks and drinks will be for 

sale during the event.  Parents are welcome to join us in the 

gym during the time their children are scheduled to participate 

(schedule to follow).   

Dance-A-Thon 

http://www.poplarbank.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca
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Learning Commons News 

Hello from the Learning Commons! Bonjour du carrefour d'ap-

prentissage! 

 

The Learning Commons/Carrefour d'apprentissage is a hub of ac-

tivities. Students of all ages are making excellent use of the space 

throughout the day and during lunch recess. Over 50 Grade 7 and 

Grade 8 students have signed up to help as Library Monitors! As 

a result, students have been assigned a semester, as well as a 

specific day in the weekly cycle, to assist me and their fellow students. 

 

In other Learning Commons news, our English Scholastic Book Fair has been a huge success, 

and thanks are extended to all who attended! Special recognition goes to Michelle Williams-

Lee, Amy Seiling-Fischer, Pratiti Upadhyay, Pamela Taylor, Karen Peck and Ms Adrianna. 

Your assistance was very much appreciated.  

 

I look forward to seeing you at the French Book Fair in November! 

 

Chantal Jenicek 

Punctuality Counts! 

Punctuality is an important life-skill valued by school, employers in the work-

force, and society. The morning entry bell rings at 7:55 a.m. and classes begin 

sharp at 8:05 a.m. Students who walk to school or who are driven to school 

must be in class before the start of the National Anthem. Otherwise, they are 

marked as late and this is recorded on their report card. Strategies to help stu-

dents who are repeatedly late can include making up lost time or a letter to 

parents. Severe cases will be referred to Attendance & Counseling  Services. 

Please ensure that  your child arrives on time ready to learn.  

School Spirit Wear 
During the month of October, we will be selling school spirit 

wear. Our clothing options are short sleeve forest green t-shirts, 

long sleeve grey t-shirts, grey sweatpants, black track shorts, 

forest green hoodies and grey zipper hoodies. They will have the 

school logo embroidered on the left side. Sizes available are 

Youth XS/S all the way to Adult 5XL!  

 

Mme Bachand has sample sizes available to try on. If you are 

unsure of the fit, please send your child up to my room to try on 

a piece of clothing! Purchases will be made through School Cash 

Online ONLY - keep an eye out for the email order reminder! 

Once ordered, items are non-returnable and non-refundable!    

 

Thank you for your support!  
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Terry Fox Run 

Our annual Terry Fox run/walk is taking place on October 6th 

(postponed from September  29th due to poor weather condi-

tions).  A Toonie for Terry is encouraged to be donated for this 

Community Fundraiser to support Cancer Research.  Donations 

will be collected at the school until October 13th.   Thank you 

for your donations and for encouraging the many Character 

Traits that Terry Fox promotes.  Thank you to Mme Sampson 

for organizing this event and to all staff for supporting and pro-

Student Leadership Teams 
Our Student Voices are being heard!  Pop-

lar Bank students have shown their inter-

est in leadership as they handed in applica-

tion forms to be part of our 5 Leadership 

Teams this year.  Student Council, Healthy 

Schools, Eco-Team, Tech Team, and Li-

brary Team are great opportunities for stu-

dents to engage in the school environment 

outside their classroom.  Congratulations to our students for taking the initiative to be leaders 

in our school.  Thank you to Mme Rudyk, Mme Jenicek, Mme Lauzon, Mme Nicholson, and 

Mme Sampson for leading these teams and providing the opportunity for our students. 

Cross Country 

The Poplar Bank Cross-Country Team has been practicing hard during 

the month of September!  They have been running every Monday, Tues-

day, and Wednesday to prepare for the October 11th Area Meet to be held 

at George Richardson park in Newmarket.  Parents have been shared in-

formation and details on School Cash Online.  Good luck to our 116 grade 

4-8 students!  Thank you to Mme Sampson, Mme Lauzon, and Mme Tum-

mon for coaching! 

Our Intramural Volleyball League is set to 

be served up with matches beginning in Oc-

tober! Juniors (gr. 4-6) and Intermediates 

(gr. 7-8), have signed up to be placed on four 

friendly teams that will compete in the gym 

on a weekly basis through October and November. The Poplar Bank Intramural Sports 

League runs 3 sports per year and offers a competitive and respectful way for students to stay 

active while learning and practicing the sports of Volleyball (Oct.- Nov.), Basketball (Jan.- 

Feb.) and Badminton (Apr. - May). Additionally, grade eight volunteers assist in the officiat-

ing and managing of the equipment for the Junior grades! Looking forward to a great year of 

sportsmanship, competition, and Poplar Bank School Spirit! 

Intramural Sports League 
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Eco-Team is starting on Monday, October 2, 2017, and is open to all interested 

students from grades 3-8. We will meet every other day 4, 2nd recess (after 

lunch) in room 119 (Mme Nicholson’s room). 
 

The Edible Student Garden has enjoyed its first harvest of carrots, potatoes, 

herbs, some mini tomatoes and strawberries. Thank you to everyone who 

helped plant, weed, water and harvest. We look forward to planting more 

healthy food in the spring! 
 

We are very excited to be sending 6 Eco-Leaders to the York Region Eco-Camp at YMCA’s Ce-

dar Glen Camp October 4-6 with Mme Rudyk.  Adrina, Tia, Vanessa, Naima, Kate & Emily 

look forward to sharing with the rest of our eco-ambassadors lots of great new ideas to help 

our environment when we return. 

Eco-Team News 

Mme Nicholson and Mme Roach are pleased to announce that they will be running the Play 

Leaders program again this year at Poplar Bank.  They will be training new and returning Play 

Leaders the first week of October, so that our program can begin during the second week of Oc-

tober.  Play Leaders are Junior and intermediate students that lead games and activities in the 

Primary yard for students in grades 1, 2 and 3, during first recess.  Play Leaders can also some-

times help to resolve minor social conflicts that may occur during recess.   

 

If your child is in grade 1, 2 or 3, and looking to play a cooperative 

game or activity during morning recess, remind them about Pop-

lar Bank Play Leaders!   Play Leaders wear blue pinnies that say 

"Play Leader", and they will be available during the Fall and 

Spring! 

 

Active kids are healthy kids! 
 

Healthy Schools 
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The music program is getting ready to begin another fun-

filled musical year!! 

 

PRIMARY CHOIR will be available to grade 2 and 3 stu-

dents and will run until the winter concert in December.  

Practices will always occur on Day 3.  The first practice will 

take place on Friday, October 13th at 1st recess.  Students who 

wish to be a part of the choir must attend all rehearsals 

(unless absent from school) and must demonstrate appropri-

ate listening skills and behavior at all times.  If a student is 

unable to follow any of the above expectations, then unfortunately the student will not be 

able to remain in the primary choir. 

 

CALIXA LAVALLEE, ADVANCED BAND, JUNIOR BAND AND STAGE BAND will 

also be starting this term. 

 

J/I CHOIR will begin in January. 

 

POPCORN will be sold for the entire month of October.  It is a fundraiser for the music pro-

gram.  Thank you for your support!!!!! 

 

I am looking forward to another fantastic musical year!!! 

 

Musically Yours, 

Mme Smith 

Music News 

The QSP program is continuing to run online for those families who enjoy ordering magazines, wish to 

renew current subscriptions, or provide some as gifts.  You can continue to order at www.QSP.ca using 

code our Group ID: 3738911.  A portion of sales continue to go back to Poplar Bank. 

QSP Program 

Halloween Festivities at Poplar Bank 

On Tuesday, October 31st students are welcome to wear a costume if they wish. If your child plans to 

do so, please make sure of the following:  

 The costume should be kept simple so that it does not interfere in the 

student’s mobility and learning 

 No masks  

 No weapon replicas  

 In support of our school initiative to provide a healthy school environ-

ment, we also ask parents/guardians to not send in any candy or 

junk food.   

More information will be sent home from individual teachers informing 

you of classroom plans for the day.   

http://www.QSP.ca
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School Council Update 

On September 19th, the 2016/2017 Council held their Annual General Meeting, and the new 

School Council for 2017/2018 was elected.  Thank you to all the parents who were involved in 

the many Council activities last year including fundraising, lunch programs, Fun Festival, 

and other special events.  We are so pleased to be welcoming new parents to Council and en-

courage any parents/guardians with ideas or questions to attend a Council meeting or speak 

to a member of Council.  Our next Council meeting is Wednesday, November 8th, 2017 at 

6:45pm in the staff room. 

2017/2018 School Council 

 

Veronica Jouaneh (Co-Chair) 

Karen Peck (Co-Chair) 

Amy Fischer (Secretary) 

Kerri Stock (Secretary - backup) 

Edna Milena Bazante (Treasurer) 

Rena Stafford (Treasurer in-Training) 

Hanako Schmidt (Fundraising Coordinator) 

Haiping Yu (Fundraising Coordinator) 

Brenda Weeks (Fundraising-QSP) 

Pratiti Upadhyay (Volunteer Coordinator) 

Taha Hafiz  (Council Member) 

Preeti Raj (Council Member) 

 

Future Council Meetings will be held on November 8th, January 10th, February 28th, April 11th, May 9th and 

June 20th.  Council dates are subject to change, but two weeks’ advance notice will be given.  All parents/

guardians are welcome to attend any Council meetings.  Childcare is provided. 

 

DANCE-A-THON:  Monday, October 31st – Planning is underway for our large fall fundraiser, our Hal-

loween Dance-a-thon.  Information and pledge forms will be sent home the first week of October.  If you do 

not receive a pledge form, please have your child visit the school office and request one.  School Council is 

looking to cut down on the number of fundraisers throughout the year and just focus on a couple of large 

events that are all-inclusive and provide fun and enjoyment for the entire school.  So, please support these 

fundraisers accordingly. 

 

FOOD/MILK PROGRAMS:  Thanks to everyone who has signed up for our Oct – Dec lunch/milk pro-

grams. These programs are a convenience for parents, very much enjoyed by students, and are an ongoing 

fundraiser for our school.  Thank you to the all the parent volunteers who run these programs and our fami-

lies for participating! 

 

LUNCH LADY: - it was a last-minute decision, but we have added the Lunch Lady for Mon-Wed-Fri de-

livery, to provide more flexibility to our families who are unable to participate in our other food programs 

due to allergies and other dietary restrictions. 

 

VOLUNTEER HELP: Activities in our school are run with the time and talent of many parents, guardians, 

and grandparents.  If you are interested in volunteering, we are in the process of compiling a volunteer list 

to notify the community of volunteer opportunities and needs in our school.  Please email our Volunteer Co-

ordinator, Pratiti Upadhyay at pratiti.u@gmail.com to join our PBPS Volunteer List. 

 

COMMUNICATION: As well as reading the school newsletter, or attending a council meeting, you can 

stay up to date on volunteer opportunities, community events, and educational resources by following us on 

Twitter: @PoplarBankSC.  If you are not on Twitter you can visit the school website to scroll through our 

Twitter feed.   We are also on Facebook at .https://www.facebook.com/PoplarBankPS. 

mailto:pratiti.u@gmail.com

















